8th Grade Activities
and Dues

Riverdale Kingsbridge Academy
MS/HS 141
October 6, 2026




8th Grade 2027
Student Activities

.

. @ . October 28th — Intrepid Trip

! November 5th — MS Dance

ﬂ December 3rd — Hot Cocoa & a Movie

' ¢ March 11th  — 8th Grade Ice Cream Social
\ April 15th — MS Dance (&
May 26th — 8th Grade Trip to Woodmont Camp
June 17th — 8th Grade Semi-Formal @ Dunwoodie
June 23rd — 8th Grade Moving-Up Ceremony




8th Grade Dues

8th Grade Dues can be paid anytime between now and May 14th , 2026.
Due Dates: November 13th | January 22nd | May 14th

All 8th grade families pay dues. Dues are non-refundable. Includes portraits,
awards, yearbook, moving up ceremony, t-shirt.

The payment plan is only a suggestion.
If you need to break it into smaller payment, that is fine.
If you want to pay in one lump sum, that is also fine.

Cash, check (made out to Riverdale Kingsbridge Academy MS/HS 141), or
money order accepted. ALL payments brought to Mrs. Purdy in B-24.

Need financial assistance?- email Mrs. Purdy at Spurdy@schools.nyc.gov



8th Grade
Dues Package

TCRAGER
m'l _JLL L‘J

$3/9 $230

¢ Moving-Up Ceremony ¢ Moving-Up Ceremony
e 38th Grade Portraits e 8th Grade Portraits
e 8th Grade Yearbook e 8th Grade Yearbook
e §th Grade T-shirt e 8th Grade T-shirt
8TH GRADE FIELD TRIP 8TH GRADE FIELD TRIP
+8TH GRADE DANGE




8th Grade
Dues Package

RACKAGEIC

$230 $130

e Moving-Up Ceremony ¢ Moving-Up Ceremony
e 8th Grade Portraits e 8th Grade Portraits

e 3th Grade Yearbook e 3th Grade Yearbook

e 8th Grade T-shirt e 3th Grade T-shirt

+ 8TH GRADE DANGE




FUNDRATSIN
G

g sk;m)s:'uowsmssn 20TH @ 8P.M.
~ 1 JoIN THE RKA TEAM

e Double Good PopCorn
e 4-Day Fundraiser

(November 25th to 29th)
e All Online

e Half of the sales will go RN S Lo

. . into
’ C % roceeds will go in dues
into your account D o procensdliose poy bordoet s
- ” and all student actViIEr 5607 will
e Used to pay for trips and = reumasesge gLk
L] (PR be donqted to the 9
activities ® eiviiesfund.
N T e Funds do not roll over at the end of the year and
: - W cannot be transferred to another person. If funds
exceed the total cost of activities, students will
not receive a refund for the excess amount.

See Mr. Edmond or Ms. Purdy in B24 for
additional details.

« Download the Double Good app
o Use EVENT CODE: T

o Customize your p@

message to your supporters

7). SHARE YOUR PAGE )

« Share the link to your page with family -

and friends.




Pictures will take
place during Social
Studies Period
Friday, November 6!

8th grade portraits are
part of the 8th grade dues
package.

— This 1s the picture you
pick for the yearbook

MIDDLE SCHOOL

PICTURE DAY ' il




8th Grade
Portraits

To view vour pictures:

e Click the light pink View & Purchase
button above.

e Enter your online code: That is on
the physical paper proof

e You will be able to select the portrait
that will go in the yearbook and that
is part of your package.

. Once the 8th Grade Dues have been paid in full, you will
receive an email with a code to order your portraits.
Portraits will be mailed directly to your home address.



8th Grade Point
System

First Event: 10/28, Intrepid!

Students must have at least 90% of the total points on
10/24 to attend the trip.

For this first trip, only major discipline code infractions
will be tracked.

- -5 points: referral/detention
- -20 points: suspension



8th Grade Point
System

- Ongoing Point System
- Late to class: -1 point/period
- Electronics Policy: -3 points
- Referral/Detention: -5 points
- Suspension: -20 points
- Tracking + Warnings
- Point counts are reviewed and updated every week
- Families are notified if balance nears the 90% threshold
- Specific point totals shared prior to each major event.
- Earning Points Back
- Perfect weekly punctuality in all classes
- Positive behavior recognitions
- Approved school activities



High School
Application Process

Riverdale Kingsbridge Academy
MS/HS 141
October 6, 2026




Admissions Process Timeline

September — December — Visit schools (websites,
tours & MySchools)

Tuesday, October 6™ — High school applications,
LaGuardia Application, and Specialized High Schools
Admissions Test (SHSAT) Registration opens

Friday, October 30™ - SHSAT Registration closes

Wednesday, December 4* — High School and
Application closes; Deadline to submit LaGuardia
audition materials.

Thursday, March 3 — High School Offer release
*All dates subject to change.



Agenda

High School Application and Admissions
* Timeline
* Methods
* Application

Specialized & Audition High Schools
Private Schools

Notification Timeline

Q&A



3 Ways to Learn about High Schools

Admissions guides are available online

Visit high school tours, information sessions and contact
high schools directly with questions

Explore programs at MySchools.nyc




High School Admission Methods

Educational Option — These programs serve a wide range of students and
maintain an academically diverse population through incoming students.

Screened — For Fall 2027 admissions, screened programs will admit the
top-performing applicants from across each middle school and citywide.
Students will fall into a screened admissions group based on the average of
their final seventh grade core course grades (ELA, Math, Science, Social
Studies)

Screened with Assessments — A small number of high schools also require
applicants to complete a school-based assessment, such as an essay or
interview

Audition - students ranked based on audition (with the exception of
LaGuardia high school, audition programs will not use an applicant’s
academic data)



High Schools Admission Methods
(cont.)

» Test — Specialized High Schools Admissions Test (SHSAT)
required
- Language Criteria— English Language Learners

« Zoned- priority to students who live in the geographic zone of
the high school

* Open - 100% of offers are to students who are randomly
selected based on preference order on student’s application

***RKA is not a zoned high school; we are a screened high school



When selecting a school,
consider the following:

* Learn about the school
* Location & Travel Time

®* MySchools.nyc

®* www.mta.info

* Student’s Career Interests

 Student’'s Capabilities

* Test or Audition Requirements

* Special Programs & Student Support Services




grogs B =

2

Questions to ask when
visiting a school:

Where is the school located? What is the travel time?
What are the eligibility requirements for the school?
How many students attend the school?

What academic programs are offered?

What extracurricular activities, clubs, and sports are
offered?

What after school academic support is available to
students?

Does the school provide any assistance in transitioning
students into high school?



HS Application

Starting on October 6™, you can begin adding programs to your online
application.

- All students apply on-line
* Rank up to 12 school programs or more in order of preference

- Make sure to enter the name of the school/program correctly on your
application

 Specialized High Schools or LaGuardia HS are not included on this
application

* Prioritize very carefully

« Be sure that every school listed on the application is a school that
your child wants to attend

 Applications are due on December 4, 2026



Bottom line:

ALL students must complete a high school application!!

If you want your child to attend RKA for High School
above all other non-specialized schools, you must enter

RKA first in your HS application.

If you rank a school above RKA you should be prepared
to attend that school




How are we working with your child?

® (lassroom Visits

® Presentation about the process and our high school
otferings

® One on one support through the process as needed



RKA’s High School Open House
October 21

October 22

9:00a.m.

Tour the school, meet the staff and
students, review curriculum,
and ask questions

Info and registration at

RKA141.0rg/admissions



http://rka141.org/admissions

Specialized and
Audition
High Schools



Specialized High Schools

- 8 SP%cialized HS that use SHSAT exam + LaGuardia
which requires audition= 9 total

« Acceptance depends on student’s test score and
priority order of schools

* New this Year! The SHSAT is now a Computer
Ag‘ellvptwe Exam ! " Pu

- Studen s§nh|st rank the schools they want to attend
In the MySchools account

» October 30" - Deadline to register for the SHSAT
« November 10" — SHSAT Ticket Release

« November 14", 15% & 215t — RKA 8™ graders will
taﬁe the gHSAT at centra] DOE locations




LaGuardia Audition

* Step 1: Apply to LaGuardia’s audition programs. Do not list
LaGuardia programs on your high school application.

* Step 2: Submit audition materials on MySchools portal by
December 4, 2026

* Only LaGuardia high school considers a student’s academic

record in admissions. Students must have demonstrated that
they attained academic achievement.



Specialized HS Admission Process

The process is designed to match students based on their
SHSAT scores and how they ranked the Specialized High
Schools.*

* Acceptance to a Specialized High School is based first on the
student’s test score, then on the priority order in which the
student placed the Specialized High Schools and on seat
availability.

* All scores of the students taking the test are ranked from
highest score to lowest score.

* The student with the highest score is placed in his/her first

choice (highest prioritized school).
* This process was implemented beginning with the entering class of September 2003.



Specialized HS Admission Process

« Starting from the highest score on down, each student, in turn,
is placed in his/her highest prioritized school in which seats
are still available. Therefore, if all the seats in the student’s
first-choice school have been offered to students who scored
higher, he/she is placed in his/her second-choice school if
seats are available. If all the seats in his/her second-choice
school have been given to students who scored higher, the
student is offered a seat in his/her third-choice school if there
are still seats available, and so on. This process continues
until there are no seats available in any of the eight Specialized
High Schools.

From year to year, the number of offers and projected seats for each Specialized High School may
be subject to an increase or decrease based on school enrollment.

* This process was implemented beginning with the entering class of September 2003.



Private &

Independent
High Schools



Catholic Schools

www.tachsinfo.com including Open House info & application
The last day to register for the TACHS exam is October 28"

November 4" - Students will receive an email confirming test date, time, and site
TACHS exam will be administered on November 6"

November 7" — Deadline to enter your high school choices on www.tachsinfo.com

 Applicant Record must be printed by the family from the TACHS website

*Students must have “portion A” completed before emailing it to Ms.
Aponte-Acosta; give to Ms. Aponte Acosta with 2 weeks notice

Deadline for submission to individual schools by the family is December 11, 2026
HS acceptance letters are released on January 20, 2027

February 2027 — Response Cards due back to high schools


http://www.tachsinfo.com/

Private/Independent Schools

* Check with individual schools for their admissions practices

* Staff are available for recommendations, but you must provide
reasonable time with requests

* Charter high schools have a separate admissions process-
you cannot add them to your high school application. If you
would like to apply to a charter high school, please contact
that school directly to find out how to apply.



Notification Timeline




Notification Process — March 2027

Get your high school offer letter!

« Families can log into MySchools (myschools.nyc) to
get their results.

This letter will include;

* Your high school offer and/or, if applicable, your
specialized high schools' results, which may include
an offer from a Specialized high school and/or any
offers from LaGuardia studios. If Jlou get more than
one offer, you will be given a deadline to choose one.
After offers are released, you can use your MySchools
account to: Access your offer information and choose
between multiple offers (*if applicable).



Offer Chances

* MySchools now projects for each applicant it they have a low,
medium or high chance of getting an offer to high school
programs.

* When a high school applicant starts their application in
MySchools they will be able to see their predicted chance of
getting an offer in two places: the search page and the
application builder.

* There are some programs where there i1s not enough
information for MySchools to show the chances of getting an
otfer. An icon with three dots will show for the following
admission programs; Audition & Screened with Assessment.



Resources for Families

Explore the school directory! Later you'll be able to register and
apply: MySchools.nyc

Get detailed admissions information and watch helpful videos:

e schools.nyc.gov/High
® schools.nyc.gov/SHS
e Schools.nyc.gov/specialeducation

A list of screened schools with assessments:
schools.nyc.gov/AssessmentHS

Find audition information; schools.nyc.gov/HSAuditions

Subscribe for email updates: schools.nyc.qov/SignUp




Get Help

AT RKA:

Mrs. Aponte-Acosta, Guidance Counselor
(718)796-8516 Extension: 2301 Office
JAponte-Acosta@schools.nyc.gov

HS Enrollment:

For online support, please contact 718-935-2009 or email the High
School Enrollment office at HSEnrollment(@schools.nyc.gov



mailto:HSEnrollment@schools.nyc.gov

