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What is the New York State
Seal of Biliteracy (NYSSB)?

e \What do you already know about it?
e How might it help you?
e How do you achieve it?

Session Objectives:
A | can understand what the NYSSB is and

how it will help me in my future.
A | can understand the NYSSB point system
and my pathway to pass the criteria needed

in my language.
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What is the NYSSB?

The NYSSB is a true honor, a graduation distinction, a diploma
endorsement celebrating high school graduates (like you) who have
attained a high level of proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, and
writing in one or more languages, in addition to English.

The NYSSB is recognized nationally and it serves to

e ...encourage the study of world languages (a language new to you or one you
speak at home)

e ...recognize and affirm the value and richness that linguistic diversity, culture,
and identity you bring to our classrooms, schools, and society,

e ...provide students like you with a rigorous multi-year program of language
study and mastery

e ...provide universities with additional information about applicants seeking
admission and placement

e ...identify high school graduates with language and biliteracy skills for
employers
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NYSSB in NYC Public Schools: Student Voices

Let’s hear from students at the Pan-American International School in
Elmhurst, Queens, about what being bilingual and biliterate means
to them and their identity. NYSSB would like to inspire others to
achieve this rigorous diploma endorsement upon graduation.
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-IepCPnF-Ww
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z_iwkiUsbYc

NYSSB in NYCDOE: Student Voices

NYS Seal of Biliteracy
(NYSSB):
End-of-Year Celebration

"The moment Sefiora congratulated me
at its culmination only brought me back
full circle to the very beginning: that
world languages are an art we will
only appreciate more if we
communicate, share, and thrive in
our unique perspectives. But
perhaps most importantly,
multiculturalism is our gateway to a
more inclusive tomorrow." - Brian
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You'll receive a seal (sticker) for your
diploma and a medal to wear at
graduation.



-
Classroom Roots,

Global Reach

e The NYSSB is a verified
level of proficiency that
you can take with you,
include on your resume
and applications.

e As a multilingual learner,
you are at an
employability advantage.

What Foreign Languages Mean for U.S. Employers

o Most In-Demand Foreign Languages
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How Do | Achieve the NYSSB?
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Each of you have a pathway to the
NYSSB.

>

Public

»

The NYSSB is an advanced level
of proficiency, called Checkpoint

C, after you have passed the L i

ChGCprint B (“LOTE”) exam. sentences. in 8th Grade
Checkpoint C means you can

write in paragraphs, describe
information and ideas from

different time frames, give short ot
presentations. o taes
If you are in an Advanced

Placement Spanish course, for | e ok
example, you're doing Biliteracy) S
Checkpoint C-level work already. L

luse
paragraphs. \&8

Checkpoint B:

Comp WL exam
(“LOTE”/+1 exam)

Language proficiency refers to a person’s ability to use a language
for a variety of purposes, including speaking, listening, reading, and
Proficiency is commonly measured using guidelines developed by the
American Council on the Teachmg of Foreign Languages (ACTFL).
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https://i1.wp.com/www.path2proficiency.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/PATHTOPROFICIENCY-copy.jpg
https://infohub.nyced.org/nyc-doe-topics/performance-assessment/assessment-resources/world-language-exams
https://infohub.nyced.org/nyc-doe-topics/performance-assessment/assessment-resources/world-language-exams
https://infohub.nyced.org/nyc-doe-topics/performance-assessment/assessment-resources/world-language-exams
https://infohub.nyced.org/nyc-doe-topics/performance-assessment/assessment-resources/world-language-exams
https://infohub.nyced.org/nyc-doe-topics/performance-assessment/assessment-resources/world-language-exams
https://infohub.nyced.org/nyc-doe-topics/specialized-areas/multilingual-learners/new-york-state-seal-of-biliteracy
https://infohub.nyced.org/nyc-doe-topics/specialized-areas/multilingual-learners/new-york-state-seal-of-biliteracy
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The NYSSB is a point system, with different options

By the time you graduate, you must complete all requirements for the
Regents Diploma and achieve 3 points demonstrating English proficiency.

Worth one point each:
> 1A: Did you score an 80 or above on the Common Core ELA Regents

OR receive a waiver (WA) between June ‘20-'21 or January 20227

> 1B: Are you an ELL who received an overall score of 290 on the
NYSESLAT during high school?

> 1C: Are you on track to complete all 11th and 12th grade ELA courses
with an average of 85 or higher?

> 1D: Can you achieve a passing score on an approved English
assessment (e.g. AP English or an online English test)?

Worth two points:

> 1E: You can complete a culminating project in English with a teacher’s
support (short personal essay, research, synthesizing essay, and a short
presentation and you answer questions from assessors)
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By the time you graduate, you also must complete

all requirements must achieve 3 points
demonstrating World Languages proficiency.

Worth one point each:
> 2A: Are you on track to complete a Checkpoint C level World Language
course and its final exam with an 85 or higher?

> 2B: Do you have transcripts from a school in a country outside of the
U.S. showing 3+ years of instruction in the student’s home language in
Grade 8 or beyond, with an equivalent grade average of B?

> 2C: For students enrolled in a Bilingual program, are you on track to
complete all required Home Language Arts (HLA) coursework with an 85
or higher?

> 2D: Can you achieve a passing score on an approved World Languages
assessment (e.g. AP Spanish Language test with a score of 4 or 5 or an
online Spanish test)?

Worth two points:
> 2E: Many of you will complete a culminating project with your
teacher in the World Language.
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What is the Culminating Project? (1e/2e)

To get two points for the culminating project, scholarly essay, or
portfolio, you need to have evidence to show a high level of
proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, and writing.

e Category 1-2 languages: Intermediate High

e Category 3-4 languages: Intermediate Mid

Your teacher may include the culminating projects within courses

you are already taking (world language, home language arts, etc).

e Part 1 Personal Essay, Connection to chosen theme:
Presentational Writing

e Part 2 Research/Annotated Bibliography: Interpretive Reading,
Presentational Writing

e Part 3 Synthesizing Essay: Presentational Writing

e Part 4 Presentation and Oral Defense: Presentational Speaking,
Interpersonal
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What Level Do | need to Show?

You need to have
evidence to show a
high level of
proficiency in
listening, speaking,
reading, and writing.
e Category 1-2
languages:
Intermediate High
e Category 34
languages:
Intermediate Mid

yyc Multilingual
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Checkpoint C

Standard 1 - Interpretive
Communication:
Learners understand,
interpret, and analyze

what is heard, read, received, or
viewed on a variety of topics, using a
range of diverse texts, including
authentic resources.

INTERMEDIATE MID

- Standard 2 -
Q Q Interpersonal
| % Communication:
Learners interact and

negotiate meaning in spontaneous,
spoken, visual, or written
communication to exchange
information and express feelings,
preferences, and opinions.

I can understand the main idea and key
information in short straightforward
informational and literary texts and
conversations that are spoken, written or
signed.

Standard 3 -
Presentational
Communication:
Learners present

information and ideas on a variety of
topics adapted to various audiences of
listeners, readers or viewers to
describe, inform, narrate, explain, or
persuade.

| can exchange information, preferences,
feelings, or opinions on a variety of
familiar and some researched topics, by
creating sentences and series of
sentences and asking follow-up questions
in conversations.

Standard 4 - Relating
® Cultural Practices and
Products to Perspectives:

Learners use the target
language to identify, describe, and
explain the practices and products of
the cultures studied as well as the
cultural perspectives they suggest.

I can narrate personal experiences,
present information, and state and
support viewpoint(s) on a variety of
familiar, concrete, and researched topics,
using sentences and series of connected
sentences, through spoken, written or
signed language.

| can describe cultural products and
practices in my own and other cultures to
help me understand perspectives using
strings of sentences.

Standard S - Cultural
ES . @\ Comparisons: Learners
'" use the target language
to compare the products

and practices of the cultures studied
and their own.

.

| can describe comparisons of practices
and products of the target cultures with
my own culture, using strings of
sentences.




e
NYSSB for Angelo del Toro Puerto Rican Hispanic

Youth Leadership Institute (PRHYLI) students

If you are in PR/HYLI, you can work with a teacher advisor (Ms.
Concepcion) to complete the culminating project Capstone Biliteracy
Project in Spanish based on your PR/HYLI experience.
o Part 1 personal essay. how do you connect to the topic of
in the bills?
o Part 2 research: read the PRHYLI bills in Spanish, then write short
summaries (annotated bibliography)
o Part 3: a short essay to synthesize Part 1 and Part 2 research
o Part 4: a short presentation of what you learned and your process,
you’ll be asked questions. (interpersonal speaking)
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Next Steps to Get Started

e Complete the application expressing your
interest in pursuing the NYSSB.

e Turn application in to Mrs. Prado in office 109 by
October 14, 2025.

e |[f you have any questions, feel free to contact
Mrs. Prado (mprado-romero2@schools.nyc.gov)
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1dTvD7ZBNuTX7TrCu8zx6EoXhi7eXYzq7K7LdY0ZTKUU/edit?usp=drive_link

Revisiting Our Objectives

After today’s session, can you:
A understand what the NYSSB is and how it will help you in

your future?
A understand the NYSSB point system and your pathway to

pass the criteria needed in your language?
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