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Welcome to 

High School

Hi!

¡Hola!
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Assistant Principals
Ms. Lustig: slustig2@schools.nyc.gov

Ms. Brownstein jbrownstein@schools.nyc.gov

Ms. Miller: smiller43@schools.nyc.gov

Ms. Prado mpradoromero2@schools.nyc.gov

Mr. Scholz: escholz@schools.nyc.gov

Your High School Student Support Team

School Counselors
Ms. Byrd

9th-12th Grades Last Names A-Gn
jbyrd2@schools.nyc.gov

Ms. Payne
9th-12th Grades Last Names Go-Pa

mpayne3@schools.nyc.gov

Ms. Lockhart-Lee
9th-12th Grades Last Names Pb-Z

slockhartlee@schools.nyc.gov

Ms. O’Mara

Principal

lomara@schools.nyc.gov

@RKAMSHS141
Ms. Prince

Parent Coordinator 

Email is: jprince4@schools.nyc.gov
Ms. McCloggan

Dean
nmccloggan@schools.nyc.gov

mailto:slustig2@schools.nyc.gov
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mailto:escholz@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:jbyrd2@schools.nyc.gov
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Your High School Student Support Team

Ms. Purdy
Student Activities Coordinator

 spurdy@schools.nyc.gov

     @rkaactivities
Related Service 

Ms. Alfonso-Bilingual Psychologist
Ms. Benitez- Related Service
Ms. Bicknese- OT
Ms. Callan-Grima- Psychologist
Ms. Clarke- Speech
Ms. D’Amico-Speech
Mr. Innocent- Speech
Mr. Oguagha-Related Service

CIS Counselors
Ms. Gordian

 mgordian@schools.nyc.gov

Ms.Riverapen
 vrivera35@schools.nyc.gov

Mr. Edmond

Athletics Director

ledmond@schools.nyc.gov

                @RKAAthletics

Mr. Clachar
SAPIS Counselor

 kclachar@schools.nyc.gov

mailto:mprado@schools.nyc.gov
mailto:mgordian@schools.nyc.gov
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Post-Secondary & 
Career Preparation

Social Emotional 
Support

-Academic planning
-Time Management 
-MS/HS School transition
-Concerns with a class 
-Goal-setting 
-Planning for graduation

Academic Support

What can the School Counselor 
 help students with?

-Personal/family problems
- Peer relationships 
-Bullying/handling conflict 
-If they’re feeling sad, anxious, 
stressed

-Transition to high school

- Career exploration
- Interest inventories 
- Resume building 
- College process
- Providing skills to help in 

planning for life after RKA

Individual 
Counseling

Classroom 
WorkshopsGroup Counseling
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Once a month for 3 periods (6th, 7th 
& 8th period) the school counselors & 

teachers collaborate to  facilitate 
different workshops covering different 

topics to support 
students with Preparing for, Planning for, 
and Paying for their post secondary plans 
such as  college process, career readiness 

and life skills.
These days are regular school days and 

students are expected to be in attendance.

Pathway 

Days!!
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❖ Students can visit right before their 1st period class, during lunch (with a pass), 
or  after school. (Monday-Friday/8:00 am-3:00 pm) 
➢ This method is best if there is a concern or question that can be addressed quickly.

❖ They can fill out the appointment form (available in their  grade level google classroom and the 
introduction email they will receive from their school counselor)
➢ This method is best if there is a concern or question that may take more time to address.
➢ If they have a scheduled appointment we encourage them to be on time.

❖ Students may also email  their counselor for any questions and/or concerns.

Students MUST have a pass at all time when coming to the Guidance Suite & sign the binder

How students can Meet with  their Counselor

                                                                **VERY IMPORTANT**
 For an urgent matter which requires immediate attention and cannot be addressed 

through the other methods, students may come in to see any counselor anytime. 
Students must check in and retrieve a pass from their teacher. 
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9th Grade Matters!!
❖ Classes taken in 9th grade count toward graduation, student’s 

cumulative GPA (grade point average) and postsecondary decisions 
(college, trade, work, etc).

❖ Students MUST complete both; 44 credits & at least 5 Regents Exam
❖ If students do not successfully complete a course (65+) that is 

required for graduation, they must make it up.

❏ In their schedule the next school year
❏ Summer school
❏ PM School
❏ YABC PM School

     **Students should NOT rely on these options. They may or may not be available**
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Potential 9th Grade Courses

English 1 
Global 1 

Algebra I or Geometry 1

Biology 1 or Earth & Space 1

Physical Education 1 (and maybe Health)

Arts (music or art) or World Language I or II

LUNCH

Each student’s schedule may be different 
depending if they passed a high school credit 

bearing course such as Algebra I, Foreign 
Language and/or Biology in 8th grade! 

Some students may have different classifications 
and may have other courses such as SETSS, 

Strategic Reading or ENL
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-
-8 Credits: 

- Promotion from 9th to 10th Grade

-20 Credits: 
- Promotion from 10th to 11th Grade but must earn min. (4 credits in English and 4 credits in Social Studies)

-30 Credits: 
- Promotion from 11th to 12th Grade

-44 Credits Plus NYS Regents exam requirements 
- Local/Regents/Advanced Regents

- Graduate from RKA with a High School DIPLOMA

HS Promotional Standards

Students  are 
required to have 10 

Hours of 
community service 
each school year!
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-

Graduation Requirements

Students will be provided with courses and Regents for the Advanced Regents Diploma pathway
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College Credit Opportunities Starting in 10th Grade

Advanced 
Placement 
Courses
at RKA

AP English Language

AP English Literature

AP Seminar

AP Spanish

AP US History

AP Pre-Calculus 

AP Calculus 

AP African American Studies

AP Biology 

AP Environmental Science 

AP Psychology

College Now Course at Lehman College 



SLIDESMANIA.COM

Ways to Communicate:
It is important that parents and students utilize different avenues 

of communication with the school counselor and teachers.
The school counselors will communicate with students & parents 

via email MOST times.
 It is important for students to read and respond (when 

necessary). 
Kindly encourage your child to check their emails, JupiterEd and 

google classrooms at least once a day.
Parents are also encouraged to register for JupiterEd. This 

method provide parents with checking student’s grades, 
attendance and can communicate directly with teachers.

Grade Level Google classroom will be used to post information about 
upcoming events, opportunities and other important items. 

NYSCA is the NYCPS system for Report cards, state test scores 
and Emergencies
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  AT RKA, EVERY MINUTE COUNTS!  

       
- Students should get to school on TIME!!  

- School starts at 8:20am, ends at 2:40 pm  (Students should be at the HS Entrance by 8:12am)

- Students  are responsible for completing assignments they’ve missed during their absence

- There is DIRECT correlation between attendance and grades  

            - When a student is absent, they MUST  bring a note to all their teachers and have the 

teachers sign the back of it as a confirmation that they were made aware of the absence. 

Once all the teachers have signed the note, students must bring it to the  main office 

so their absence can be coded as an EXPLAINED absence

EACH time a student is  ABSENT/LATE (no matter 
the reason), Parent/guardian will receive a phone call 
& email to make them aware of the absence/lateness. 
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● Write to Roar- Literary and Arts

● Photography Club
● Black Student Union
● Video Game Club
● Poetry for Social Justice
● Creative Writing 
● Debate Club
● Mural Making Club
● Gender Sexuality Alliance

RKA Clubs
● Band
● Chorus
● Key Club
● Girls Incorporated
● Anime
● Theatre Lover’s Club
● Anime
● Future Medical professions

Some examples 

of clubs 

offered are:
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Earn tiger tokens for positive behavior!
TIGER TOKENS

PBISREWARDS.com

Students can track your progress on the 
APP!

tickets to events!Snacks! school supplies
! 

Tiger token parties! 
gift cards!

Students can redeem points for 
prizes!
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Documents to Complete Now

Documents to Complete In September

Media Consent Form
Emergency Contact Form

Income Verification Form
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Thank you!

Do you have any 
questions?

¡Gracias!


