
 
 

Dear Parents/ Guardians, 

Did you know that your student may be eligible for the New York State Seal of 

Biliteracy (NYSSB) when your student graduates? The NYSSB is an honor, 

something to be very proud of! The NYSSB recognizes high school graduates 

who can listen, speak, read, and write in English and at least one other 

language. The NYSSB is available to any graduating senior who has met the 

requirements for a diploma and can show their skill in English and another language.  Achieving the 

NYSSB will be permanently in their transcript, and it’s something they can write about as they 

graduate and apply for colleges and jobs. 

Multilingualism sets them up for college, career, and life in a global society--- they will be at an 

advantage for whatever career they would like to pursue!  

The NYSSB: 

●​ Encourages the study of languages; 

●​ Affirms the value of linguistic and cultural diversity in a multilingual society 

●​ Provides employers with a way to identify high school graduates who have language and 

biliteracy skills 

●​ Provides universities with additional information about applicants seeking admission; and 

●​ Prepares students with twenty-first century skills. 

Your student must meet all requirements for graduating with a Regents diploma and show a high 

level of reading, writing, speaking and listening skills in English and at least one other language to 

earn the NYSSB.  This other language could be a language used at home or studied at school.  

We believe your student may be a candidate to earn the NYSSB when they graduate. If they are 

interested in earning the NYSSB, please have your student attend the info session on Wednesday, 

October 8th at 2:45p.m. For more information about this opportunity, please reach out to Mrs. 

Prado-Romero (mprado-romero2@schools.nyc.gov;  718-796-8516 x.1262) at our school to learn 

more about how you can meet the requirements. 

Regards, 

Lori O’Mara 
Principal 
 

 

 

https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/multilingual-learners/new-york-state-seal-of-biliteracy
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/multilingual-learners/new-york-state-seal-of-biliteracy
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/student-journey/graduation-requirements
mailto:mprado-romero2@schools.nyc.gov


 
 

REQUIREMENTS: To earn the NYSSB, you must earn three criteria points in English and at 

least one other language. 

English: three points needed to demonstrate English proficiency.  

Point 
Value 

Criteria 

1 Score 80 or higher on the NYS Regents Examination in English 
Language Arts (or received WA [waiver] for the 2020 ELA Regents 
exam). 

1 If you are an English Language Learner: receive a score of 290 on the 
New York State English as a Second Language Achievement Test 
(NYSESLAT) 

1 Complete all 11th and 12th grade ELA courses with an average of 85 or 
higher. You must maintain this 85 average until June! 

1 Achieve a passing score on an approved English assessment (e.g. 
Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, TOEFL) 

●​ For example, you could take the online STAMP 4S exam in 
English (you can see a demo here) OR LTI AAPPL.    

 

2 Complete a culminating project/ Capstone Biliteracy Project (CBP) to 
a panel of reviewers with proficiency in English.  

●​ You will work with an advisor to choose a topic of interest, 
then complete three parts in English: a short personal essay, 
find and summarize research sources, then a synthesizing oral 
presentation and responding to questions from reviewers.  

●​ The CBPs can be completed over multiple months. 

 

World Language: you need three points to demonstrate proficiency in an additional 
language.  

Point 
Value 

Criteria to show proficiency in language other than English. 

 

https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learning/testing/tests-for-english-language-learners#jump-to-heading-1
https://avantassessment.com/sample-tests#STAMP-4S
https://www.languagetesting.com/aappl2-demo


 
 

1 Complete a Checkpoint C level World Language (for example, an 
Advanced Placement Spanish) course with a grade of 85 or higher. A 
Checkpoint C course is a yearlong language course you students take 
after you pass the Checkpoint B (“LOTE”) exam in the same 
language. You must maintain this 85 average until June! 

1 Provide transcripts from a school in a country outside of the U.S. 
showing at least three years of instruction in the student’s 
home/native language in Grade 8 or beyond with an equivalent 
grade average of B or higher.  

1 For students enrolled in a Bilingual Education program, complete all 
required Home Language Arts (HLA) coursework and final exam with 
an 85 or higher. You must maintain this 85 average until June! 

1 Score at a proficient level on an accredited Checkpoint C World 
Language assessment (described in the NYSED NYSSB Handbook). 
For example: 

●​ achieve a 4 or a 5 of an Advanced Placement language exam 
●​ take the online STAMP 4S exam (you can see a demo here) or 

OR LTI AAPPL. 

2 Complete a culminating project (as in a Capstone Biliteracy Project) to 
a panel of reviewers with proficiency in a World Language.  

●​ You will work with an advisor to choose a topic of interest, then 
complete three parts in the World Language: a short personal 
essay, find and summarize research sources, then a 
synthesizing oral presentation and responding to questions 
from reviewers. 

●​ The CBPs can be completed over multiple months. 

 

    

 

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/world-languages/nyssb-handbook.pdf
https://avantassessment.com/sample-tests#STAMP-4S
https://www.languagetesting.com/aappl2-demo

